[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]o



[image: image2.jpg]



For immediate release

Blackeyed Theatre Company, Icarus Theatre Collective and Original Theatre Company, in association with South Hill Park, Eastbourne Theatres and Anvil Arts present the national tour of 
The Madness of George III 

By Alan Bennett
Directed by Alastair Whatley
Design by Victoria Spearing
Lighting by Alan Valentine
Costume design by Fiona Davis
Cast includes: Simon Ward and Susan Penhaligon 

National Press Performances

Thursday 16 September at 2pm –Haymarket Theatre, Basingstoke

OTHER DATE TBC
This Autumn Blackeyed Theatre, Icarus Theatre Collective, and Original Theatre Company in association with South Hill Park Arts, Eastbourne Theatres and Anvil Arts join forces to stage the first national tour of Alan Bennett’s The Madness of George III in nearly 20 years. 

The year is 1786. George III is King of England. He has a loving wife; a nation of subjects, a loyal parliament, and the world kneels at his feet. And all is not as it seems.

When the King’s behaviour becomes increasingly erratic and rumours circulate that he has addressed an oak tree as the King of Prussia, doctors are called in, Parliament falters, and The Prince Regent manoeuvres himself into power.

From the hand of national treasure Alan Bennett, author of The History Boys and Talking Heads, The Madness of George III is a brilliant exploration of duty and kingship, an epic play about the ties that bind us together as family, as a society and as a nation. Gripping drama, dangerous politics and irreverent comedy collide in a rollercoaster ride where the health of the nation is at the mercy of the mental health of one man.


Director Alastair Whatley, said about the production “Alan Bennett’s play is a violent excess of regal pomp, royal comedy and epic high drama set against the backdrop of a fast changing political landscape. It combines epic scenes of court life with intensely private and personal moments of very public figures. There is so much material with which to conjure, it would be easy to get lost in our attempt to navigate such fulsome waters, but the brief I will be giving the actors is to focus on the telling of this wonderful story that richly deserves all the hyperbole one can throw at it, tell it simply and tell it clearly and then get out of the way and let our greatest living dramatist tell this amazing story in his own inimitable way.”
Starring Simon Ward (Young Winston-BAFTA & Golden Globe nominated, All Creatures Great And Small, Judge John Deed and The Tudors) and Susan Penhaligon (The Land That Time Forgot, No Sex Please We’re British, Bouquet of Barbed Wire and Emmerdale), this marks the first national tour of the play since the original award-winning production by the National Theatre in 1991 and the subsequent hit 1994 film starring Nigel Hawthorne.

Madness of George III is directed by Alastair Whatley (Journey’s End), with design by 
Victoria Spearing, lighting by Alan Valentine and Costume design by Fiona Davis. 

The play will open on the 4th September at Devonshire Park, Eastbourne and then tour the UK until 27 November. 
For further information on the production visit www.madnessofgeorge.co.uk
Ends
For further info, to arrange interviews or arrange Press Tickets please contact 

Duncan Clarke, DUNCANCLARKE PR on 01904 3435247/ 07880893750 or email: duncanrpclarke@hotmail.com 

Notes to Editors

1. CAST: 
King George 

Simon Ward 

Queen Charlotte
Susan Penhaligon


Prince of Wales 
Alastair Whatley 
Duke of York

Garrett Moore 

Lady Pembroke
Portia Booroff 

Greville

Robert Curtis 

Pitt/Pepys

Jamie Hinde 

Willis/Dundas

Knight Mantell 

Fitzroy

Rhys King 

Thurlow

Zachary Holton 

Papandiek

Kate Colebrook 

Baker/Sheridan 
Courtney Spence 
Fox/Warren

Ian Marr
2. UK Tour dates

4-11 September, 7.45pm (Mat: 8 & 11 Sept Mat – 2.30pm)-Devonshire Park, Eastbourne

Box Office: 01325 415511/www.eastbournetheatres.co.uk 

14-18 September, 7.30pm (Mat: 16 Sep at 2pm)-Haymarket Theatre, Basingstoke

Box Office: 01256 465566/www.anvilarts.org.uk
21-25 September, 7.45pm, (Mat: 25 Sept at 2.30pm)-South Hill Park, Bracknell 

Box Office: 01344 484123/www.southhillpark.org.uk
28 September-9 October, 7.45pm, (Mat: 2 & 9 Oct at 2.30pm)-Perth Theatre 

Box Office: 01738 621031/www.horsecross.co.uk
11-13 October, 7.30pm -Octagon Theatre, Yeovil

Box Office: 01935 422884/ www.octagon-theatre.co.uk 

15-16 October, 7.30pm (Mat: 16 Oct at 2.30pm)-Buxton Opera House

Box Office: 01298 72190/www.buxton-opera.co.uk 

19-20 October, 8pm – Queen’s Hall, Hexham

Box Office -01437 852477/www.queenshall.co.uk

21-23 October, 7.30pm (Mat 22 0ct at 2.30pm)-Middlesborough Theatre

Box Office: 01642 815181/Website - www.middlesbrough.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/leisure-and-culture/arts-and-entertainment/middlesbrough-theatre
25-26 October, 7.30pm-Adam Smith Theatre, Kirkcaldy

Box Office: 01592 583302/www.attfife.org.uk

2-6 November, 7.45pm (Mat: 6 November at 2.30pm)-Winchester Theatre Royal

Box Office: 01962 840440/www.theatre-royal-winchester.co.uk

8-10 November, 8pm (Mat: 10 November at 2.30pm)- Palace Theatre, Southend

Box Office: http: 01702 351135//www.thecliffspavilion.co.uk/

11-13 November, 7.30pm (Mat: 13 November at 2pm) -Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells

Box Office-01892 530613/ www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk

16-20 November, 7.45pm (Mat: 17 & 20 Nov at 2.30pm)-New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich
Box Office: 01473 295900/www.wolseytheatre.co.uk  

23-27 November, 7.30pm (Mat: 27 November at 1.30pm) – Northcott Theatre, Exeter
Box Office: 01392 493493/ www.exeternorthcott.com
